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Students from across the system’s 23 campuses protest outside Cal State trustees board meeeting Wednesday in Long Beach.

After a heated morning of 
debate and impassioned 
statements from students, 
professors and lawmakers, 
the California State Uni-
versity Board of Trustees 
voted 11 to 8 Wednesday to 
increase tuition as a way to 
fill a looming gap in state 
funding.
“I don’t bring this forward 
with an ounce of joy,” said 
Cal State Chancellor Timo-
thy P. White, addressing the 
packed meeting chamber. “I 
bring it with necessity.” 
Dozens of students stood 
and shouted “Shame! 

Shame! Shame!” after the 
vote was taken. Some wiped 
away tears, while others 
hugged and vowed to take 

their fight to lawmakers 
and Gov. Jerry Brown, who 
have the power to ease the 
system’s budget woes.

“There are a lot of people 
looking at the CSU now 
and seeing this problem of 
affordability,” said Court-
ney Yamagiwa, a member 
of Cal State Long Beach’s 
Associated Students and the 
grass-roots activist group 
Students for Quality Educa-
tion. “It’s not just students 
yelling anymore.”
Yamagiwa and her peers 
from across the system’s 
23 campuses had gathered 
at dawn to protest any 
increase to their financial 
burden. They demonstrated 
throughout the morning 

with drumbeats and chants 
of, “The more we pay, 
the longer we stay!” They 
waved signs that stated 
the amount of their stu-
dent debt and demanded: 
“Change the system,” “Keep 
college affordable.”
University leaders had 
hoped Brown’s January 
budget proposal would 
provide enough money 
to preserve the quality of 
the nation’s largest public 
university system. Instead, 
the additional state funding 
he allocated was less than 
half of what Cal State had 
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Gorsuch to be filibustered 
by Democrats

WASHINGTON — Demo-
crats signaled on Thursday 
that they would filibuster 
the nomination of Judge 
Neil M. Gorsuch, Pres-
ident Trump’s Supreme 
Court pick, setting up a 
showdown with Republi-
cans who may be forced to 
change longstanding rules 
to seat him on the nation’s 
highest court.
“He will have to earn 60 
votes for confirmation,”

Senator Chuck Schumer 
of New York, the Dem-
ocratic leader, said on 
the Senate floor Thurs-
day morning, citing the 
threshold for breaking 
a filibuster on the selec-
tion. “My vote will be 
no.”
The announcement came 
one day after Judge Gor-
such completed his second 
day of testimony before 
the Senate Judiciary Com-

mittee, emerging largely 
unscathed amid a series of 
bland deflections and folksy 
digressions.

Many Democrats are facing 
dual pressures as they make 
their decisions: The par-
ty’s progressive base has 

pressed them to oppose Mr. 
Trump at every turn, and 
many are still seething over 
the treatment last year of 
Judge Merrick B. Garland, 
President Obama’s nom-
inee, whom Republicans 
refused to consider in an 
election year.
But several lawmakers face 
re-election races next year 
in states that Mr. Trump 
won, compelling some to 
weigh supporting Judge 
Gorsuch. Still, based on 
interviews and internal 
discussions, Judge Gor-
such appears to be short 
— at least for now — of the 
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